A journey of a 1000 days ended for the United St&tistrict Court
for the District of New Mexico, as the newly conpelé Las Cruces
Courthouse opened its doors for business on Tuestigh 16,
2010. As the last sign was installed and the leestepof furniture
was placed, court was called to order in the Guggatourtroom
at 9:00 a.m. before the Honorable Robert C. Brilchkted States
District Judge. All who witnessed the construcidnhe
courthouse drew a sigh of relief and stood badwe of a

building whose future was uncertain only four yezadier.

The original project design for the new Las CruCesirthouse A
was completed under a project delivery partnersbipprised of - %
Antoine Predock Associates as the design arclatettBPLW
as the executive architect of record - both Albuque-based
firms. Planned as a much needed replacement faxibéng
Harold Runnels Federal Building, the courthouse araes of only| g
a few in the United States moving forward as juadispace :
emergency projects. Unfortunately, the bid on Janba2006,
came in nearly twice the advertised project budgetthe future of the planned courthouse
was in jeopardy.

However, in the few months immediately following ttbid bust,” the Court worked with the
General Services Administration (GSA) to evaluate select a new proje
delivery method that could meet the budget congsailo satisfy the
project goals, GSA decided to modify the projedivéey approach from
traditional design/bid/build to the more aggressipproach known as
design/build. In this new “bridging” design/builp@roach, the contractor
delivers an agreed-to building design with the
architect as part of the construction team. WitjJ
this new approach, the new Las Cruces |
g Courthouse was awarded for construction in
January 2007 to White Construction Company of

Austin, Texas and Carter-Burgess Architects/EngmeéFort
Worth, Texas.




As construction began, newly appointed U.S. Disthiclge Brack took on a leadership role to
ensure the court’s needs were met. With a birdsswegw from his chambers at the Runnels
building, he watched as the cranes rolled intogkaud followed the construction from the
pouring of the concrete to the laying of the carpasta result, a standard of excellence was
established that guaranteed the courthouse wouddldedmark in downtown Las Cruces.




