
Lincoln's Legacy - Honoring a Great Man

In the 1860's, Abraham Lincoln led the Union in the CivilWar, a war that tested the

nation of the founding fathers who "[held] these truths to be self-evident, that all men are

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that

among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness."

Because of Lincoln, the United States has become a nation where liberty and justice

is guaranteed for all. Because of Lincoln, Lola, a Mexican-American immigrant, and her

family can create a better life for themselves in the United States. Because of Lincoln,

Aastha, a Muslim, and Priya, a Hindu, can be best friends in the United States even though

these girls' friendship would be taboo in India. Because of Lincoln, over one million people

worldwide immigrate to the United States every year, most of them eventually becoming

citizens. To honor his memory, we as Americans must choose to preserve his legacy of

liberty.

In order to honor Lincoln, we must respect the laws of our nation, our state, and our

community. No law can violate the Constitution of the United States and its Amendments.

As a result, no law can infringe upon an individual's natural and civil rights. Laws are, in

fact, designed to maintain equality between all peoples. If a man kills, he is denying another

man of his right to life. If a man oppresses, he is denying another man of his right to liberty.

If a man steals, he is denying another man of his right to the pursuit of happiness.

By breaking a law, a man is unfairly limiting the freedom of another man. Only by

voluntarily following the law can all people have the same opportunities and freedoms, the



same rights and liberties. Only by voluntarily following the law can we hold true to the

belief that all men are created equal.

In order to honor Lincoln, we must also acknowledge and accept the responsibilities

and consequences of our actions. In doing so, we will not only be empowered to make

better decisions, but also be free to pursue endeavors that expand on the liberties that all

Americans are entitled to. By understanding how our actions can affect others, we can

ensure that we do not infringe on another person's individual rights. By not infringing on

another's rights, we can preserve the dream of Lincoln and our founding fathers, that all

men are created equal. By preserving their dreams, we are voluntarily choosing to become

better Americans who respect the creed upon which our nation was founded.

This year, we commemorate the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln.

Lincoln, the man who fought vehemently for the emancipation of slaves. Lincoln, the man

who began the reconstruction of a nation torn by civil war. Lincoln, the man who was killed

for his firm belief that all men are created equal. As Americans, it is our duty to carryon his

legacy, his vision, his dream.




