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Although intoxication or drunkenness alone will never provide a legal excuse for the

commission of a crime, the fact that a person may have been intoxicated at the time of the commission

of a crime may negate the existence of a specific intent.

So evidence that a defendant acted or failed to act while in a state of intoxication is to be

considered in determining whether or not the defendant acted, or failed to act, with specific intent,

as charged.

If the evidence in the case leaves you with a reasonable doubt whether, because of the degree

of a defendant’s intoxication, the mind of the accused was capable of forming, or did form, specific

intent to commit the crime charged, you should acquit the accused of that crime.

Always bear in mind that the law never imposes upon a defendant in a criminal case the

burden or duty of calling any witnesses or producing any evidence.


