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Title 18, United States Code, Section 2, makes it a crime to aid, abet, counsel, command,

induce or procure the commission of an offense against the United States.

Thus, the guilt of a defendant may be established without proof that the defendant

personally did every act constituting the offense alleged.  The law recognizes that, ordinarily,

anything someone can do personally may also be accomplished through the direction of another

person as an agent, or by acting in concert with, or under the direction of, another person or

persons in a joint effort or enterprise.

If another person is acting under the direction of the defendant or if the defendant joins

another person and performs acts with the intent to commit a crime, then the law holds the

defendant responsible for the acts and conduct of such other persons just as though the defendant

had committed the acts or engaged in such conduct.

Before any defendant may be held criminally responsible for the acts of others it is

necessary that the accused deliberately associate in some way with the crime and participate in it

with the intent to bring about the crime.

Of course, mere presence at the scene of a crime and knowledge that a crime is being

committed are not sufficient to establish that a defendant either directed or aided and abetted the

crime unless you find beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant was a participant and not

merely a knowing spectator.

In other words, you may not find the defendant guilty unless you find beyond a reasonable

doubt that every element of the offense as defined in these instructions was committed by some

person or persons, and that the defendant voluntarily participated in its commission with the intent

to violate the law.
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For you to find the defendant guilty of the crime of aiding and abetting, you must be

convinced that the government has proved each of the following beyond a reasonable doubt:

First:    That the offense of ______________________________________________

was committed by some person;

Second:  That the defendant associated with the criminal venture;

Third:     That the defendant purposefully participated in the criminal venture; and 

Fourth:    That the defendant sought by action to make that venture successful.

“To associate with the criminal venture” means that the defendant shared the criminal

intent of the principal.  This element cannot be established if the defendant had no knowledge of

the principal’s criminal venture.

“To participate in the criminal venture” means that the defendant engaged in some

affirmative conduct designed to aid the venture or assisted the principal of the crime.


