
H O N. LO R ENZ O  F. GAR CIA
Ch ief United States M agistrate Judge

In 19 78, Lorenzo F. Garcia w as appointed to th e  First Judicial District State
Court and w as tw ice  elected to th at court.  In 19 85, h e  w as  nam ed to th e New
Mexico Court of Appeals and served as  an appellate  judge  until h is  retirem ent from
th e  state  judiciary.  H e  often s e rved as  a De s ignated Justice  of th e  State  Suprem e
Court, and, th us , over th e years , s e rved on every level of th e  state  court system .

Garcia w as appointed to th e U.S. District Court in Novem be r 19 9 2.  H e  now
s e rve s  as  th e district’s Ch ief Magistrate  Judge .  H e  is  one  of th e  longe st-s e rving
judge s  in th e  State , and in July 2008, w ill celebrate  th e  30th  anniversary from  h is
initial appointm ent to th e bench .

In addition to h is  judicial re spons ibilitie s , Judge Garcia s e rved on th e  teach ing
faculty of th e National Judicial College  at th e Univers ity of Nevada in R eno and th e
Magistrate  Judicial College .  H e  s e rved as  an adjunct profe s sor w ith  th e  Clinical
Law  Program  at th e Univers ity of New  M e xico Sch ool of Law .  H e  currently serve s
as  a m em be r of th e  vis iting faculty at th e Unive rs ity of South  Carolina National
Advocacy Cente r in Colum bia, South  Carolina. 

H e 's  rece ived num e rous aw ards and h onors  for h is  legal sch olars h ip and
courtroom  w ork , including th e Edith  Surgan M em orial Aw ard for outstanding
support for victim s  of violent crim e; th e National H ispanic Bar As sociation's  aw ard
for pre s e rving and protecting civil and constitutional righ ts  for all Am ericans. H e  is
th e  recipient of th e  “Justice  for All” aw ard pre s ented by th e National Mexican
Am e rican Legal Defens e  and Education Fund, and in 19 88, rece ived th e  H ispanic
Bar As sociation Aw ard for “Judicial Excellence .”  

H e  w as  s elected by th e  State  Bar of New  M e xico as  th e  "State 's  Outstanding
Law ye r," and in 19 9 6, rece ived th e  State  Bar’s “Outstanding Judicial Service
Aw ard,” w h ich  read in part, “Judge Garcia is  k now n th rough out th e  State  for h is
integrity, intellect, com pas s ion and productivity.”  H e  h as  fre q uently be en h onored
by th e bench  and bar in New  M e xico for h is dedicated s ervice  to th e  state  and
country. 



In 2005, th e  Albuque rq ue  Bar As sociation h onored Judge Garcia for h is
notew orth y contribution to th e bar and h is  com m unity service by nam ing h im  as  th e
year’s “Outstanding Judge .”  H is  citation reads:  “A leade r in th e  legal com m unity
exh ibiting pe rsonal integrity, legal s k ill and profe s s ional com petence .”

Again in 2007, h e  w as  h onored by th e  Am e rican Board of Trial Advocate s
(ABOTA) as th e  Outstanding Federal Jurist of 2007.  


